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Rosalyn Cherry, Longtime
Board Member, Resigns

Double the Vendors,
Double the Fun at
Spring Yard Sale

Everyone who was at the Yard Sale
on Saturday, May 14, knows it

was a great event but they may not
know how much effort went in to
making it run so smoothly.
   First of all, three roaring cheers for
Anthony Bellov, our ringmaster, who
coordinated the space applications, put
up posters and managed the assign-
ments of space as the vendors arrived
early in the morning.  Anthony was
rock-solid, providing advice and en-
couragement throughout the weeks
leading up to the big event and giving
the thumbs-up for Saturday in spite of
ominous weather reports.  We sold 41
spaces this year compared to 22 last
year for a take of  $1630.  Great job,
Anthony!
   Hedy Campbell organized the bake
sale, getting many contributors to
make everything from brownies to
muffins to chocolate chip cookies to
snickerdoodles.  Many thanks to the
bakers: Doris Basner, Nancy Becker,
Jill Chase, Susan Dessel, Maura
Gouck, Penelope Kim, Marlene Lee,
Deborah Lott, Libby Mark and David
Reich.  Sales were even brisker than
expected:  the whole lot sold out by
4pm raising almost $200 for the Block
Association.  Hedy also arranged the
purchases of the caps and mugs with
our logo that were displayed and sold

ing tour and centennial celebration of
a row of five  brownstones on W.
103rd Street.  The following May, she
and Anthony presented a second walk-
ing tour and a celebration of the Block
Association’s twenty-fifth anniversary.
Eight years later, in the spring of
2004, she again worked  with Anthony
to organize the April Yard Sale—the
first major Block Association fund
raiser since 1986.
   Rosalyn has also been a regular con-
tributor to the Block Association
Newsletter.  Her first article, in the
April/May 1985 issue, profiled neigh-
borhood pianist and composer, Jimmy
Roberts.  Later, she brought attention
to another local artist: playwright
Gretchen Cryer.  Upon Jock Daven-
port’s retirement as  editor in 2002,
Rosalyn wrote thoughtfully about
Jock’s considerable contributions.
   Four years ago, Rosalyn initiated a

Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 3

BLOCK ASSOCIATION
MEETINGS

Regular Block Association meetings
are held twelve times a year, usually on
the second Tuesday of every month.

TIME: 8:00 p.m.
PLACE: 306 W. 102nd St.

The next three meetings are scheduled
for Jun. 14, Jul. 12 and Aug 9.

In March, Rosalyn Cherry, the
longest serving member of the
Block Association’s Board of Di-

rectors,  resigned from the Board and
her position as co-chair in order to de-
vote more time to other pursuits.
   Rosalyn’s participation began with a
call, in May 1983, for volunteers for
the Block Fair arts committee, chaired
by Cherie Tredanari.  The theme of
the block fair that year was A Salute to
Equity Library Theatre (then located
in the Master Building at 310 River-
side Drive).  In supporting the Block
Fair, Rosalyn met Fred and Mary
Fried, Edna Guttag, Jenness Eert-
moed, Ted and Asya Berger, and Len
Tredanari—all of whom had given
generously of their time and talents to
the Block Association since its 1971
inception.
   The 1983 Block Fair was a great
success and Rosalyn had become a
committed Block Association member,
helping to plan the next three block
fairs.  From then on, she regularly at-
tended the Block Association’s month-
ly meetings and contributed to the
many aspects of its community-en-
hancing work.
    In 1986, she served as a chairperson
for the auction as well as the volunteer
drive.   In October 1995, Rosalyn co-
chaired, with Anthony Bellov, a  walk-

By Ginger Lief
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Theater Party Enjoys China Doll at Pan Asian Rep
By Rosalyn Cherry

On the beautiful Sunday afternoon
of April 10, the Block Associa-

tion’s annual Pan Asian Repertory
Theater Party convened on W. 86th St.
to see this year’s production, China
Doll, based on the life of actress Anna
May Wong.  Our largest group ever,
the twenty attendees were Block Asso-
ciation residents as well as neighbors
from W. 104th Street and beyond.
   Our afternoon started with a talk be-
fore the show by Colgate University
History Professor Graham Russell
Gao Hodges, author of Anna May
Wong: From Laundryman’s Daughter
to Hollywood Legend.  His presenta-
tion included some of  Wong’s own
words and highlights of her relation-
ships with her family and her Holly-
wood and international co-stars.   Prof.
Hodges set the context for her struggle

to reach fame in this country:  Wong
became a star in Europe before return-
ing to success on Broadway and in
Hollywood.
   Anna May’s obstacles included the
ban against Asian actresses kissing
Caucasian male stars, which was pro-
hibited in Hollywood as a reflection of
laws against interracial marriage that
persisted in some states until 1969.
One member of our group, Sheridan
Prasso, author of The Asian Mystique:
Dragon Ladies, Geisha Girls, and Our
Fantasies of the Exotic Orient, com-
mented, “The performance of China
Doll causes us to consider how preju-
dice and stereotypes still persist in the
Hollywood images of Asian women
today.  In that we still see Asian wom-
en portrayed as either submissive lotus
flowers and geisha girls, or the oppo-
site, as dragon lady dominatrix charac-
ters, very little has changed since the

days of Anna May Wong.” 
   This was a world premiere produc-
tion with the author, Elizabeth Wong,
(no relation to her subject), in atten-
dance.  We were transported in time
over four decades of Anna May’s life
from the 1920’s to the 1950’s, experi-
encing many of the tender and touch-
ing moments that molded her and her
dreams, along with the obstacles that
she overcame.
    We saw the bond with her mother
develop when, as a child,  once her
father was asleep, the two would
sneak out to see silent films, especial-
ly “The Perils of Pauline.”  Many
years later, her mother died in Califor-
nia in a car accident just as Anna May
was opening on Broadway.  Her father
refused to move the date of the funeral
so she could attend.  He always want-
ed her, his third daughter, to marry

The West 102nd & 103rd
Streets Block Association

Newsletter

Published four times a year.
Hedy Campbell and David L.
Reich , co-editors.  Comments
and questions related to the As-
sociation or Newsletter are wel-
comed.  Send US Mail to News-
letter Editor, P.O. Box 1940, New
York, NY 10025 or email to
dlreich@earthlink.net.  Phone
messages may be left at (212)
866-5769 or faxes may be direct-
ed to (212) 866-5916.  Recent
issues of the Newsletter may be
seen at //www.bloomingdale.org/
newsletter102-103.htm

Continued on Page 4

Sun Shines Brightly on New Broadway Restaurant

Blame it on Billy, as in “Billy-bi,
an elegant French soup made with

mussels, onions, wine, cream and sea-
sonings,” named for William B. Leeds,
a tycoon in the American tin industry.
When the waiter at Café du Soleil lift-
ed the lid of the tiny tureen and a first
whiff of the aroma reached my nose, I
knew I was smitten.  A single taste
sealed the deal.  Café du Soleil had
won my affections.
   Located on Broadway between W.
104th and 105th Streets, the restaurant
upholds the bistro tradition in atmo-
sphere and in cuisine.  There are white
subway tile walls, cane-backed chairs,
and enormous gilt-framed mirrors en-
circling the room.  Tables are cheek by
jowl, perhaps in response to the crush

prompted by a favorable early notice
in The New York Times. The clamor
and bustle common to bistros abound.
   The menu offers a wide selection of
appetizers, some denoted especially
for sharing, others as single portions;
soups; three pasta choices, two of
which are meatless; two main dish sal-
ads; five entrees each of meat or poul-
try and fish or other seafood.
   In the first course department, be-
sides my beloved billy-bi, I sampled a
Provençal soupe au pistou, a basil-
and-garlic infused mélange of vegeta-
bles, each of which retained its indi-
vidual character, and a ragout of wild
mushrooms, both of which were
equally delectable.  The reconstructed,
sliced tomato filled with goat cheese
will be my choice on my next visit.

By Hedy Campbell

Continued on Page 7
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neighborhood outing to a Pan Asian
Repertory Theater play.  She arranged
for Tisa Chang, a neighbor and the
company’s director/producer, to lead a
post-performance discussion for the
group.  The theater party has now be-
come a popular annual event. (See
Rosalyn’s review of this year’s excur-
sion on Page 2.)
   For the Block Association’s twenty-
fifth anniversary celebration in 1996,
a T-shirt was designed featuring our
logo and, at Rosalyn’s suggestion,
“Where Community Spirit Thrives.”
The words live on, printed on our new
mugs and baseball caps (see Page 4).
   Whether organizing neighbors to
plant flowers in tree wells, posting fly-
ers, delivering newsletters, or taking
the lead in organizing an event, Rosa-
lyn infuses all she does with conta-
gious enthusiasm and spirit.  Rosalyn,
we thank you for the sense of commu-
nity you have nurtured among us all.

During the weeks following last
December 26, the world was hor-

rified at the growing reports of de-
struction and death in the wake of the
Indian Ocean tsunami.  Countries, or-
ganizations and individuals gave mon-
ey, workers and supplies to the relief
effort.  On a different scale, small
numbers of people stopped what they
were doing and went to the area to
help.
   Two of these volunteers, Felicia
Laird and Rose Podrasky, live on the
same floor at 310 Riverside Dr. (the
Master Apartments).  They each came
to the decision to volunteer indepen-
dently but eventually both followed
the same path to Sri Lanka.
   As Felicia says, she, like many peo-
ple, didn’t know where Sri Lanka was.
Her soft accent betrays her roots in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Twenty-five
years ago she had visited New York
City and vowed to live here some day.
Ten years ago she made the move.
   She had been a  “first responder”
when she worked for Exxon, trained to
drive an ambulance.  Over the years,
she had volunteered with the Red
Cross and other organizations includ-
ing a stint in Florida following Hurri-
cane Andrew in 1992.  She also
worked as a counselor in a family
treatment center in Baton Rouge.   “I
know the importance of volunteering,”
Felicia says.

   Both women searched the Internet
for ways to help.  Felicia found Global
Crossroad, a commercial organization
that places people in volunteer situa-
tions for a fee.  A short time later she
would arrive in Colombo at 3:30 am
with two overweight suitcases
crammed with supplies and toys for
kids.  That no one was there to meet
her “just made it more challenging,”
she says with a smile.  Eventually, she
joined groups of foreign volunteers
who worked in both the north and
south of the country clearing debris,
dispensing aid and repairing buildings.
   On March 5, Rose went to Sri Lanka
for two weeks and found the relief ef-
fort somewhat better organized.  She
was placed in a refugee camp in Per-
aliya alongside a railroad line where a
train had been hit killing 1500 people.
As a triage nurse, she worked with
volunteer doctors from Germany, Brit-
ain and Israel.   She also worked in an
orphange and building houses.  Chil-
dren seemed to bounce back, she ob-
served, but there were many very de-
pressed adults trying to deal with huge
losses of family, homes and property.
   For Felicia, it is just the beginning.
She has joined Global Crossroad as a
volunteer coordinator and will go to
Sri Lanka in July to continue the
work.  For both women, the results of
their work and the gratitude of the Sri
Lankans were worth all the effort.

Anthony Bellov
Video Productions

Special Life Events
Industrials - Performances

Features and Documentaries

Let us do your video with
state-of-the-art digital equipment

Special Rates for
Block Association Residents

Anthony Bellov, principal partner
(212) 663-6748

James Perez
Director/Associate Broker

Brown Harris Stevens Residential Sales, LLC
2112 Broadway, New York, NY 10023

Tel 212.588.5656     Cell 917.902.7193     Fax 212.418.9763
Email jperez@bhsusa.com

   Rose started out as a
teacher, then made a
career change to nurs-
ing.  She works part-
time in the psychiatric
department of a local
hospital, a position
that offered some
preparation for the
emotional devastation
she would encounter.

óóó Neighborhood Stars óóó
Continued from Page 1

Rosalyn Cherry
Resigns from Board
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Community Spirit Thrives;
Gristedes Arrives

There's no better evidence for the
Block Association motto “Where

Community Spirit Thrives” than in the
Gristedes supermarket that recently
opened in the new Columbia building
at the northeast corner of Broadway
and W. 103rd St. That might be hard
to believe, but it’s true.
   You might not know that on and off
for at least the past twenty years, there
was a grocery store on the east side of
Broadway between W. 102nd and
103rd St., in what is now a Janovic
Plaza paint store.  In 2000, the most
recent incarnation, an Associated Su-
permarket, sold its lease to CVS.
   Members of the community were
outraged that an essential service was
on its way out, yet another drugstore
on its way in.  Although their protests
didn’t stop the deal from going
through, CVS’s presence was short-
lived.  It closed in January of 2002.
   Meanwhile, local groups, the West-
siders for Viable Neighborhoods in
particular, continued to work toward
the return of a grocery store in the
neighborhood.  When news that Co-
lumbia would develop the W. 103rd
St. site got out, they redoubled their
efforts.  With the support of the Block
Association, letters were sent to elect-
ed officials, contacts were made with
Columbia representatives, meetings

Lauren Stahl
Reiki II Practitioner

235 West 102nd Street
Apartment 11G
New York, NY 10025
Tel. 917-670-1327

were scheduled.  Coincidentally, John
Catsimatidis, the major owner of the
Gristedes chain, had begun plans for
developing the site of its store on the
west side of Broadway between
W. 99th and 100th Sts.   The closing
of that location would only worsen the
shopping situation for local residents.
   Fortunately for all of us, in January
of this year, it all came together.
Gristedes’ needs, Columbia’s needs,
and the needs of community dwellers
dovetailed perfectly and a deal was
struck.  Columbia has a tenant, Grist-
edes maintains its neighborhood out-
post, and residents again have a con-
veniently located full-service grocery.
It’s a positive result of our thriving
community spirit.

Theater Party at
Pan Asian Rep’s
China Doll
Continued from Page 2

wealthy and have a traditional  family
life.
   Rosanne Ma’s performance as Anna
May Wong was very powerful and
gave us a strong sense of the pioneer-
ing actress’s conflicts between her
family and her acting career.  It
brought into sharp contrast her life as
an often lonely person and the public
world of famous stars and directors,
many of whom were her friends and/or
lovers.  The play portrayed, in a most
provocative manner, Wong’s relation-
ships with many stars including Mar-
lene Dietrich with whom she starred in
“Shanghai Express.”
   With Tisa Chang’s insightful direct-
ing, the cast’s superb acting, the mini-
mal but evocative scenery, the effec-
tive lighting and clever choices of mu-
sic and the use of mannequins to hold
the costume changes, Pan Asian Rep
delivered a thoroughly engrossing per-
formance of Elizabeth Wong’s power-
ful writing.
   Once again, Ms. Chang made this a
special event for us by gathering the
actors for an informative post-perfor-
mance discussion.   We had an after-
noon of great theater, right in our own
neighborhood.

Support Your Block Association
Mugs & Caps Available Now!

   White porcelain coffee mugs
(with green lettering) and two-tone
baseball caps (off-white with black
bills and lettering) each sporting the
Block Association logo and motto
“Where Community Spirit Thrives” .

Mugs: $5, Caps: $10.

Call (212) 865-8524
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Summer Entertainment in Riverside Park
Riverside Park South Free Concerts

at the 70th Street Pier Plaza

Sunday, July 10, 6:00 - 8:30 pm Jazz
Roni Ben-Hur Jazz and Brazilian Quartet - an acoustic gui-
tarist with a great feel for Jobim rhythms and jazz standards.

Sunday, July 17, 6:00 - 8:30 pm Rhythm & Blues
Onliest R & B -

Sunday, July 24, 6:00 - 8:30 pm TBA
To be announced.

Sunday, July 31, 6:00 - 8:30 pm TBA
To be announced.

Globesonic DJ Dance Party
on the 70th Street Pier

Friday, July 8 and Friday, August 12, 7:00 - 11:00 pm
Globesonic's legendary monthly world-music DJ and drum-
ming dance parties will keep you dancing from dusk to dark!

Let�s Dance!
on the 70th Street Pier Plaza

Sundays, June 5, 12, 19, September 11, 18, 6:00 - 9:00 pm
Learn to dance to the beat of the Hustle, Salsa, Cha Cha and
more, from top skilled instructors from Soho Dance Studio.
With brief performances by artistic director Raul Santiago.

Movies Under the Stars
on the 70th Street Pier

(all movies on Wednesdays at 8:30 pm)

July 13 Chicago - Renee Zellweger, Catherine
   Zeta-Jones, Richard Gere

July 20 Dirty Rotten Scoundrels - Steve Martin,
   Michael Caine

July 27 Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf - Richard
  Burton, Elizabeth Taylor

August 3 Chitty Chitty Bang Bang - Dick Van Dyke
August 10 Little Women - Wynona Ryder, Susan

   Sarandon
August 17 Sweet Charity - Shirley MacLaine

For further information on events in Riverside Park see the Riverside Park Fund’s website at www.riversideparkfund.org or
call (212) 870-3070.  For information on 70th St. pier events, call 311 for the NYC Dept. of Parks.

For Kids
on the 70th Street Pier Plaza

Sunday, June 16, 2:00 - 4:00 pm Kid Acts
Music, circus acts, wacky performers, balloon makers, and
more!  Weather permitting.

Sunday, July 17, 2:00 - 4:00 pm Clowning Around
Two clowns meet one magic trunk for an afternoon of mys-
terious fun!  Weather permitting.

Sunday, July 31, 2:00 - 4:00 pm Groove Hoops
Hula-hoop dance team. They will perform their incredible
physical tricks and teach you how to hula-hoop like you
never thought you could!  Weather permitting.

Riverside Clay Tennis Association
Free Concerts

on the lawn at the 97th Street Tennis Courts

Saturday, June 11, 7:00 pm Jazz
Bassist Ron McClure and his ensemble
Rain date: Sunday, June 12, 7:00 pm

Saturday, June 25, 5:00 pm Bluegrass
Citigrass - “high energy alternative bluegrass”
Rain date: Sunday, June 26, 5:00 pm

Saturday, July 2, 5:00 pm Blues
The Atwaters - Ed Baker, keyboards, Ron Spitzer, bass,
Mark B. Lonergan, guitar and Joe Bonadio, drums.
Rain date: Sunday, July 3, 7:00 pm

Saturday, July 9, 5:00 pm Samba
Pe de Boi - Brazilian-born Marcio Sapel’s samba band.
Rain date: Sunday, July 10, 7:00 pm

Saturday, July 16, 6:00 pm Classical
Gotham Winds Ensemble
Rain date: Sunday, July 17, 6:00 pm

Saturday, July 30, 6:00 pm Middle Eastern
Effendi with Scott Wilson playing his “Baglama Hydra,” a
combination oud, saz and bouzouki.
Rain date: Sunday, July 31, 5:30 pm
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Sun Shines Brightly on New Broadway Restaurant

   In a carnivorous mood, I sampled
one of the two steaks on the menu, a
skirt steak served with a shallot and
anchovy butter.  It arrived cooked ex-
actly to order, adorned with sauce, not
overwhelmed.  I had expected a side
of pomme frîtes but instead found a
portion of (delicious) roasted potatoes.
   The substitution, as well as a $54
pinot noir we were served instead of
the $28 bottle we had ordered are both
understandable glitches of sudden suc-
cess.  (The wine upgrade was on the
house.)  Across the board, the staff
was friendly and accommodating, ea-

lined by responsibilities less rewarding
than restaurant reviewing.  She pro-
nounced it very fine.
   Café du Soleil is located at 2723
Broadway and is currently open for
dinner only.  Prices range from $6 to
$10 for appetizers, from $13 to $22 for
entrees.  The wine list is extensive,
with selections available by the glass or
the bottle.  A sidewalk café operates in
fine weather.  There are plans to open
for breakfast and lunch as well.  Phone
(212) 316-5000.  Credit cards accepted.

and grilled squash.  The other lost
himself in delightfully tender seared
sea scallops served over a black truf-
fle vinaigrette.  All three of us agreed
that portions were neither too small
nor of intimidating size, and declared
them just right.
   In the interest of journalism, we
somehow found room for dessert and
shared the strawberry apricot tart,
which was enhanced by an undertone
of almonds. Polite yet ardent negotia-
tion for the last bite ensued.  A single
portion of mousse au chocolat was
graciously packed to go, on behalf of
the fourth member of our party, side-

WOHLFARTH &  ASSOCIATES, INC.
REAL ESTATE

Rick Wohlfarth Office: 212-666-1600, ext. 10
Fax: 212-662-5865

Cellular: 917-882-0815
890 West End Avenue                                       Residence: 212-316-9128
New York, NY 10025-3526              e-mail: fpwohlfarth@wohlfarth.com

ger to answer all of
our questions.
   Back to the food:
one of my companions
enjoyed an exception-
ally moist codfish filet
braised with tomatoes
and mushrooms in a
vermouth chive sauce
and served on a bed of
caramelized onions

Kay French
Cleaners

We are different from your ordinary cleaners…
We care about your family and environment…
That’s why we choose to use DF-2000 Fluid (Hydrocarbon)…

DF-2000 Fluid (Hydrocarbon)
Hydrocarbon is a new generation dry-cleaning fluid that provides more
cleaning power, is very gentle on fabrics and less dye fading than traditional
solvents.  Besides being an effective dry-cleaning solvent, it offers many health
and safety advantages over the solvents typically used today in dry-cleaning.  It
gives you more environmental benefits and better service than before.

We are invested in our customers and becoming
�Environmentally Friendly� to serve you better.

We have the first installed Hydrocarbon Machine in Manhattan.

Kay French Cleaners, 2675 Broadway at 102 St. Tel. 212.666.7234  Fax 212.662.7708

Summer in the Berkshires

Charming house in Stockbridge,
MA.  5 BR, 3½ Baths.  Close to
Tanglewood, Jacob’s Pillow,
summer stock theater, tennis, hik-
ing, cycling, golf.  Rent by weekend
(whole house) or share or by the
week.  Photos available.  For more
info:  Day:  (212) 897-6167
Evening: (212) 666-1594. E-mail:
BerkshiresSummer@aol.com

Continued from Page 2
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Double the Vendors, Double the Fun at Spring Yard Sale

at our information table (see caps in
photo above).  To order yours, see the
box on Page 4.
   Those items and sheets of postcards
brought in another $120.  Staffing the
bake sale and information tables (ta-
bles generously supplied by St. Luke's
House) during the day were Board
members Hedy, Marlene, Maura, Dav-
id, Paul, Jock and Kathy.  Block resi-
dent Mary Gorrill was generous with
her time and spent more than an hour
helping at the tables along with the
Board members.  Much to our delight,
Rosalyn, our recently retired Board
co-chair, came by to help out and sup-

plied a couple of folding chairs for the
weary as well.
   In spite of predicted thunderstorms,
the weather not only held, it was beau-
tiful all day.  When 5pm rolled around,
the vendors started packing up and the
final hard work of the day began.
Trash had piled up at the corner of
West End Ave. and W. 103rd Street.
Hedy, Maura and Marlene along with
Hedy's daughter Rosalie and BA mem-
ber and vendor Jill Chase, put trash in
bags supplied by Maura and flattened,
folded and duct-taped (thanks to Ed
Campbell for the duct tape) the empty
cardboard boxes into neat piles.  By
6pm, when the street was reopened to
traffic, the block was cleaner than it

had been before we started at 8 am.
   Vendors, visitors and BA members
all commented on how great the spirit
had been all day.  There were requests
for spaces next year and even an offer
to provide a jazz combo next time.
We learned a few lessons about the
need for greater publicity, for an un-
ending supply of baked goods and
some sort of drinks and a better way
to get people to move parked cars,
which we will work on next year.
   For now, we can bask in the memory
of a wonderful day, an increase in the
BA coffers of close to $2000 and a
great expression of our community
spirit.  To all who helped out:  Thanks
and well done!!

Continued from Page 1

The Bake Sale table with (from left) Hedy Campbell (Bake Sale
coordinator), Sasha Gibbel, David Reich and Mary Gorrill.

Anthony Bellov (Yard Sale coordinator, in apron) discusses the
features of an item with a shopper.

Photos by Ozzie Alfonso

Cary Delivers State of the Tree Wells Report

Board member Alan Cary recently
conducted a survey of the dis-

trict’s street trees and submitted the
following report:
• There are 90 street tree pits, one
empty, housing 14 varieties of trees.
• The newest tree in the neighborhood
is a Callery pear planted in front of
240 W. 102nd St. by New York City’s
Street Tree Program 18 months after
the request was submitted.

• 82 of the pits are outfitted with a tree
well guard of one sort or another.
• There are six varieties of tree well
protection ranging in material from
coated wire to masonry to iron.
• Two of the tree well guards are in
need of major repair.  16 need minor
repairs.  All need some repainting.
Eight tree pits have no guard at all.
   The Block Association is willing to
organize a coordinated effort to main-

tain the tree well guards, passing on
the savings afforded by doing all the
work at once to building owners and
co-op owners, thus saving them the
effort of contracting on an individual
basis.  All that’s needed to get this un-
derway is a volunteer willing to make
available the limited time involved.
   For more information about what
this project entails, call Hedy Camp-
bell at (212) 865-8524.
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Commerce Bank has a large branch
under construction.  Citibank  is at W.
111th St., across from Banco Popular,
and half a block south of Washington
Mutual .  At W. 96th St., Chase, Cit-
ibank and Washington Mutual are a
penny’s throw from each other.  Chase
also has a branch at W. 109th St.
Need a name for our neighborhood?
How about “Willie Sutton Country?”
ööThe large retail space on the
southwest corner of Broadway and W.
97th St. is still empty.  Meanwhile, a
sliver space has been carved out at
2571 Broadway,  just south of the
main area, and rented to a linens store,
the Cotton Shop.  A similar shop has
opened on the northeast corner of
Broadway at W. 106th St.  ööThe
Afghan Kebab restaurant on the
northeast corner of Broadway and W.
102nd St. has closed.  ööSterling
Optical, on Broadway between W.
100th  and W. 101st Sts. will be mov-
ing but not to W. 109th St.  That deal
fell through and a new one has not yet
been completed.

On Broadway

Openings and Closings:  ööOn the
east side of Broadway, a strictly ko-
sher establishment, La Crêperie, has
opened between W. 98th and W. 99th
Sts.  It features crêpes with various
cheese or fish fillings as well as pasta
dishes and salads.  Dessert crepes are
also on the menu.   ööThe Mediter-
ranean/Provençal restaurant Café du
Soleil has opened on the west side of
Broadway between W. 104th and W.
105th Sts.  It had an unusual pre-open-
ing mention in the NY Times along
with a photo of the chef and co-owner,
Matthew Tivy.   Reservations are al-
ready hard to come by.  (See review
on Page 2)   ööA new Italian restau-
rant, Regional, has opened on the
west side of Broadway between W.
98th and W. 99th Sts. where the Peru-
vian Manu used to be.  Owner Dario
Arenella will offer dishes and wines
from many different regions of his
homeland.  Regional joins Meridiana
(Broadway at W. 106th St.) as the only
Italian restaurant for many blocks fill-
ing a culinary gap in the neighborhood
left by the departure, two years ago, of
Presto’s, formerly next door to the
departed Olympia Theater on the east
side of Broadway at W. 107th St. and,
more recently, Caffe Taci, on the west
side of Broadway north of W. 110th
St. which is now  the Moroccan res-
taurant and hookah bar Kasbah
Rouge.  ööThe Blimpie’s fast food
restaurant on the northeast corner of
Broadway and 97th Street has been
remodeled and reopened under new
management. ööIn other areas, riv-
ers overflow their banks.  In our
neighborhood, it’s the banks that are
overflowing Broadway.  The corner
retail space in the new Columbia
building at W. 103rd St. is about to be
a Independence Community Bank.
Six blocks north at W. 109th St.,

Creative Carpentry

Custom cabinets
Bookcases  -  Shelving

Radiator covers

Renovations and repairs
Kitchens  -  Bathrooms

Doors  -  Closets

30 years experience

212-962-1378

Marc Sorkin
Block Association Member

Going Down, Going Up:  ööMamá
Mexico on Broadway at W. 102nd St.
is expanding its enclosed sidewalk
café around the corner.  ööIn the
middle of April, about two weeks after
the new Gristedes opened on Broad-
way at W. 103rd St., the old Gristedes
on Broadway between W. 99th and W.
100th Sts. was closed.  Demolition has
begun in preparation for construction
of a condominium tower said to be
about thirty stories by Penny Ryan of
Community Board 7 who had not yet
seen the plans.  The developer, Extell,
is scheduled to present its plans for the
property at the June 15 public meeting
of CB7’s Land Use Committee.  The
same developer will also be working
across Broadway, demolishing the
building just north of the Metro Twin
movie theater and putting up another
residential tower.  According to Ryan,
this development will not affect the
movie theater.  Since the building will
be built “as of right,”  there is no re-
quirement that the plans be presented
to CB7 for approval.

klara madlin
real estate inc.

Klara Madlin

office: 212 580 3180 x200
fax: 212 580 3959

email: klara@klaramadlin.com

205 West 80th St NY NY 10024
www.klaramadlin.com

Licensed Real Estate Broker
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 235 W. 102 St.: Awner, Goldman, Gruhl/
Robison, Kirkpatrick, Knight, Lyman,
Meese, Mitchell, Nelson, Scheel/Drill-
inger, Stevenson, Timperley 240 W. 102
St.: Cope/Becker, Eisenstadt, Field, Flana-
gan, Kalish, Kim/Nissenbaum, Weber,
Workman/Miller 247 W. 102 St.: Dunn,
Pierson/Robbins 251 W. 102 St.: Mirsky/
Bommarito 307 W. 102 St.: Zakaria/Th-
rockmorton 308 W. 102 St.: Hilary 309
W. 102 St.: Papo 310 W. 102 St.: Albert
311 W. 102 St.: Doyle/Lauren 312 W. 102
St.: Plutzik/Goldwasser 313 W. 102 St.:
Betts 315 W. 102 St.: Hansen, Knox,
Mandel/Brown, Weil 318 W. 102 St.:
Erselcuk 250 W. 103 St.: Crenson, Crow-
ley, Lee/Payez, Miyazaki, Morton, Myra y
Lopez/Thomas, Rahmani, Soskin, Strib-
ling/Uss, Sue/Lin, Wall 254 W. 103 St.:
Feldman/Hasenpusch, Male 303 W. 103
St.: Frishauf 305 W. 103 St.: Bertin, Hor-
vat/Fine 307 W. 103 St.: Tredanari 312 W.
103 St.: Aaronson, Pinto 315 W. 103 St.:
Danna 316 W. 103 St.: Kleidon/Ahmed
317 W. 103 St.: Mott 855 West End Ave.:
Ausubel, Coffman, Hawke, Henwood,
Huey, Pezzullo, Rottenbach/McKennan,
Solowiejczyk/Porjesz 862 West End
Ave.: Hewitt 864 West End Ave.: Depal-
ma 865 West End Ave.: Beels, Blumm,
Carroll/Bartlik, Cushman/Sorkin, Eisen-
stein, Gardner-Denton, Gurman, Hanrah-
an, Koplow, Leshen/Mota, Lowenthal,

MacGregor, McCormack, Nye, Percha-
nok/Krasner, Sands 870 West End Ave.:
Wuorinen 875 West End Ave.: Babush,
Baney/Bentley, Barbor, Batterman,
Benderly, Borinstein/Vartanian, Browning,
Canin, Canin/Sauer, DeCurtis/MacDowell,
Eisen, Felton, Freeman/Norwalk, Fricke/
Klimley, Fuerstein, Garbers, Gillman, Gor-
don, Greggs, Grosof/Fisch, Hausman,
Humphreys, Leiman, Leon, Levin, Levine,
Levine, Lohr/Trucco, Malatzky, Manley,
March/Laferrère, McDermott, Monderer,
Perez, Pommer, Rogers, Rosenfeld/Stein,
Rubel, Russo/Conovitz, Smith, Smith/
Chibnik, Stein, Williamson, Yahr, Yood
878 West End Ave.: Gross/Ochshorn,
Lansdale, Stearns 884 West End Ave.:
Booth/Newman, Cutler/Young, Davis, Far-
rier/Jenks, Korman/Sher 885 West End
Ave.: Bernstein/Bowen, Brown/Gruber,
Browning, Cryer, Flam/Hazzan, Friedman,
Grama, Kramer, Lucas, Sanders, Tympan-
ick/Gilman, Weiss 299 Riverside Dr.:
Cunningham, Dane/Rabinowitz, Fell,
Goldstein, Guarino/Arlotta, Healy, Holtz/
Horowitz, Hoult, Kaplan, Kastanis, Kauf-
man, Leidner/Ruden, Reich/Dessel, Soltz,
Tedoff, Wagner/Cecil, Wang/Sedlis, Will-
iams, Wollos, Zaner 300 Riverside Dr.:
Abramski, Alfonso/Gouck, Berman, Blum-
berg/Targownik, Clarke, Cummins, De
Prenger, Edelman/Gold, Eisler, Faux/Will-
ig, Flint/McLeod, Fox, Frank, Frizell,
Greenwald/Struhl, Halberstam/Cohen,
Hemmes/Burns, Hinzman, Hudson/Cherry,
Kowal/Dean, Lerse, Livingstone, Maderer,
Meer, Mills, Mitnick/Hochman, Paul,
Rack, Rapp/Zycherman, Reich/Greenberg,
Schiff, Seget/LaBasse, Serra, Simon, Si-
naiko, Stone, Taus, Themm/Clevenger,
Tollinchi/Sidari, Vinicor, Weissberg 305
Riverside Dr.: Avidon, Borrell, Colon,
Fellenbaum, Gluck, Hoffman, Jacoby, Ja-
coby, Juviler/Stephens, Karnett, Liebow-
itz, Marks, McGinn, Minerva/Danzig,
Schiffrin/Stiglitz 310 Riverside Dr.: Bar-
ter, Benson, Bien, Cooper, DeCurtis,
Dyer/Acero, Fort, Hagiwara, Holness/Le-
vine, Huber, Hugus, Mahoney, Manning,
McKinney/Chin, Miller/Tambini, Nealy/
Drinkwater, Podrasky, Shanahan, Sheve/
Sok, Turnock, Woodward
Landlords/Co-ops: 235 W. 102 St., 240
W. 102 St., 247 W. 102 St., 249 W. 102
St., 252 W. 102 St., 315 W. 102 St., 250
W. 103 St., 308 W. 103 St., 309 W. 103

Thank You, Members!

To all of our contributors, heartfelt
thanks. Your donations keep the

Block Association going and the guard
on the street.  Names of those who are
“paid up” through the previous quarter
(approximately) appear below; please
let us know of errors.  We ask that you

please fill out the envelope stub com-
pletely (including your apartment
number) and legibly when making
your contribution (the stubs are the
basis of our record-keeping) and indi-
cate if you prefer anonymity.

New donors and continuing do-
nors: please use the enclosed en-
velope to send in your contribu-
tion as soon as possible.

Rosalie Campbell, an 8-year-old
resident of our district, recently

began volunteering once a week at
Petqua, the pet store on the3 east side
of  Broadway between W. 97th and W.
98th Streets.  The Block Association
talked with her about what she’s been
up to.
BA:   What is it you find appealing
about working at Petqua?
RC:  It’s fun and challenging for me.
Working there gives me the chance to
learn more about the different animals,
and the people are really nice.  Iggy
and Clinton give me lots of different
jobs to do so I’m never bored; some-
times, Sam and Ed, the owners, let me
operate the cash register.
BA:   What sort of jobs do you do?
RC:  I clean the outsides of fish tanks,
I fill the animals' water bottles,
I organize the cat food and sweep the
stairs. One time, when I was cleaning
out a gerbil tank, the gerbils were all
jumping around trying to nibble my
fingers. Since then, I don’t go inside
the tanks.
BA:   Do you have a favorite animal?
RC:  I really like George the tortoise
who walks around downstairs.  One
time, I picked him up to feel his
weight.  He stuck his head out really
fast.  He’s really heavy!
BA:  Do you think you might like to
work with animals someday?
RC: I think it would be really cool to
have a combined animal shelter and
pet store.

Young Neighbor Finds
Time for Animals

St., 317 W. 103 St., 855 West End Ave.,
875 West End Ave., 878 West End Ave.,
885 West End Ave., 299 Riverside Dr.,
300 Riverside Dr., 310 Riverside Dr.
Commercial: Bellov, Kay French Clean-
ers, Klara Madlin Real Estate, Mamà
Mexico, Pan Asian Rep, Perez, Sorkin,
Stahl, Wohlfarth & Associates


