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BLOCK ASSOCIATION
MEETINGS

Regular Block Association meetings
are held twelve times a year, usually on
the second Tuesday of every month.

TIME: 8:00 p.m.
PLACE: 306 W. 102nd St.

The next three meetings are scheduled
for Sept.14, Oct. 12 and Nov. 9.

As Reserves Dwindle, We
Reach Out for New Members
By David L. Reich

I n April of this year and again in
July, members of the Board of
your Block Association set up a

table alongside our new banner in one
of our apartment building lobbies to
recruit new members.  First we visited
310 Riverside Drive and then 885
West End Avenue.  In addition to pub-
licizing our activities, the main reason
was one of simple economics: our ex-
penses have been outstripping our in-
come for the past several years.  To
continue our services to the communi-
ty, we need a higher level of participa-
tion.
   There are about 2000 households in
our district.  Of them, only about 15%
make a personal contribution to the
Block Association in a year.  The sug-
gested amount is $25 a quarter, easily
donated with the envelope included in
each copy of this Newsletter.  Some
are able to give that amount, a few are
exceptionally generous and some give
occasionally  or not at all.
   In addition to the individual contri-
butions, we also receive donations
from the co-op boards or owners of
buildings in the district.  These
amounts range from $4 to $15 per unit
per year from the larger apartment
houses which choose to make a contri-
bution.  Others do not.  Some of the

Seeking Options
for Work and
Child Care
By Elizabeth Kaiden

Julie Siegmund and Steve Friedman
both work from home: she designs

jewelry and he is a musician and sys-
tems engineer.  Three years ago, when
their son Matthew was one and a half,
they put him in Mudpies, a small day-
care on 97th Street.  [Daycares take
infants and toddlers; preschools take
children from two to five years old.]
   “We needed Matthew out of the
house.  We wanted flexibility, not a
full-time schedule.  We wanted a fun,
safe, home-like environment with kids
of different ages.  We went; we liked
what we saw; we signed him up.”
   Their daughter Rebecca came along
three years later, and Julie and Steve
were excited about having the two
children together.  Then they learned

smaller buildings make larger per-unit
contributions but many of the non-res-
ident landlords donate nothing to the
Block Association.
   On the expense side,  the street secu-
rity guard represents about 90% of our

Continued on Page 5

Continued on Page 10

Editor’s note: Elizabeth Kaiden lives
on W. 102nd St. with her husband and
two young children.  A freelance dra-
ma critic before moving to this neigh-
borhood, she will soon open a nearby
daycare center in response to a need
she encountered when her first child
was born.  This article is an outgrowth
of her preparation for her new busi-
ness.

This year’s Annual Meeting will be
held on Tuesday, November 16 at
7:30 p.m. in the Community Room
at the Marseilles, 230 W. 103rd
Street.  The subject and speakers
will be announced by flyer in the
weeks just before the meeting.
Pencil in the date and time NOW!

annual budget.  The reserve funds in
our account arose from a period when
our previous security company ceased
providing its services for several
months as the result of a dispute which
was eventually settled to our satisfac-
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Block Association Teams Collect Environmental Data

By David L. Reich

In cooperation with the ComNETSM

(Computerized Neighborhood Envi-
ronment Tracking) project of the Fund
for the City of New York (FCNY),
your Block Association joined with
the W. 104th St. Block Association to
collect data on street-level problems in
our neighborhood.
   Cynthia Doty, Kathy Ralph and Dav-
id Reich and three residents of the St.
Luke’s House (Jimmy, Philip and
Greg) were joined by three neighbors
from W. 104th Street at a training ses-
sion on June 24th in the Master Apart-
ments lobby.
   Barbara Cohn, a vice president at
FCNY, led off with an overview of
ComNETSM.  The program was devel-
oped so that government officials
could find out about the priorities for
fixing street-level problems from the
people who live in the neighborhoods.
Several schools and community
groups in New York City are already
participating.  The program is also be-
ing used in other cities in the US.
   Joyce Klemperer, also from FCNY,
went into the details of data collection.
On the basis of earlier discussions, the
routes of our survey had been mapped
out and entered into the computers.
About 300 categories of problems
such as sidewalk trip hazards, pot-
holes, and damaged tree guards were
also programmed into the computers.
   Did you know that a bollard is a
short metal post embedded in the side-
walk to protect a fire hydrant from
damage by errant parkers?  Did you
know that ponding is the term to de-
scribe water near the curb that doesn’t
drain away after it rains?  Or that the
hole in the street through which rain-
water should drain away is a catch ba-
sin?  We quickly learned the nomen-
clature and then heard from an FCNY

technical representative on the proce-
dures to be followed in using the
hand-held computers supplied by
FCNY for the survey.
   Then it was out on the street in three
teams covering W. 102nd, 103rd and
104th Streets from the Riverside Drive
service road to Broadway and West
End Avenue and the service road be-
tween those streets.  The idea was to
precisely record the problems we
found by type and location.  We traded
off the responsibilities of spotting, cat-
egorizing and recording the prob-
lems and occasionally took a photo of
the problem area with the camera in
the computer.
   The team on W. 103rd Street en-
countered some kids while doing the
survey.  At first it looked as if the kids
might interfere with the data collec-
tion but soon they were asking ques-
tions and offering to help.  Environ-
mentalists in the making!
   After two hours, the teams returned
to our training location to upload the
data into FCNY’s laptop.  There had
been many more problems to record
than we expected so parts of our
routes had not been completed.  We
scheduled an additional session on the
street to finish the survey two days lat-
er.  When that was done, Cynthia re-
turned all the computers to FCNY
headquarters downtown where the fi-
nal data were uploaded.
  The remaining process involves up-
dating the data to correct errors or to
reflect changes that occurred after the
survey.  Perhaps it was just coinci-
dence, but several of the broken and
hazardous sidewalks that we recorded
have already been fixed even though
we have not yet put our data to use.
Once the data are confirmed, we will
be able to produce reports to alert ap-
propriate New York City agencies to
the problems that need repair in our

Under the sponsorship of the City
of New York Parks & Recreation

Department, a “County Fair” is com-
ing to the plaza in front of the pier in
Riverside Park South on Sunday, Sep-
tember 19.
   The park stretches along the Hudson
River from 65th Street to 72nd Street.
The M5 bus on Riverside Drive stops
near W. 72nd Street southbound and
northbound.  From there it is an easy
stroll into the park to the plaza at
about W. 70th Street.
  Activities will include rides, food,
pony rides, a petting zoo and live
country music.  The fair will be in op-
eration from  noon to 6:00 p.m.

The West 102nd & 103rd
Streets Block Association

Newsletter

Published four times a year.
David L. Reich , editor.  Com-
ments and questions related to
the Association or Newsletter are
welcomed.  Send US Mail to
Newsletter Editor, P.O. Box 1940,
New York, NY 10025 or email to
dlreich@earthlink.net.  Phone
messages may be left at (212)
866-5769 or faxes may be direct-
ed to (212) 866-5916.  Recent
issues of the Newsletter may be
seen at //www.bloomingdale.org/
newsletter102-103.htm

County Fair on the
Upper West Side

neighborhood.
  If you are interested in participating
in the follow-up to this survey or in
future surveys, please contact Cynthia
Doty at cldoty@aol.ocm or (212) 749-
4085.
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I f school is back in session, it must
be time to start planning the annual

Block Association Halloween parade
and party, which will be held on
Sunday, October 31st at 6:00 p.m.
The event is among the most popular
ones the Block Association runs; last
year we distributed 150 trick or treat
bags to neighborhood children!
   It’s also an event that could use an
influx of new ideas, new energy and
new man- or womanpower.  For
instance, if a couple of you stepped
forward to lend a hand, we could close
off the street and expand the event into
a bigger celebration with a variety of
activities.
   If you’re interested in helping out,
whether you prefer an organizational
role or a more limited assignment, are
available only in advance or prefer to
come on board on the day of the event,
please get in touch.  Call Hedy
Campbell at (212) 865-8524.

The 92nd Annual Memorial Ser-
vice for deceased members of the

Department will be held at the Fire-
man’s Monument, 100th Street and
Riverside Drive, on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 13, 2004, at 11 a.m.
   This ceremony, which was cancelled
in 2001 in the wake of the September
11 attacks and was held at Madison
Square Garden in 2002, has long been
a tradition in our neighborhood.
Large numbers of Fire Department
personnel in dress uniforms march
with bagpipe bands on Riverside
Drive to the monument for wreath-
laying and brief speeches.
   According to the Fire Department’s
website, The Fireman’s Monument
was built at the suggestion of the right
Reverend Henry C. Potter, Protestant

Countdown to
Costumes

Anthony Bellov
Video Productions

Special Life Events
Industrials - Performances

Features and Documentaries

Let us do your video with
state-of-the-art digital equipment

Special Rates for
Block Association Residents

Anthony Bellov, principal partner
(212) 663-6748

James Perez
Director/Associate Broker

Brown Harris Stevens Residential Sales, LLC
2112 Broadway, New York, NY 10023

Tel 212.588.5656     Cell 917.902.7193     Fax 212.418.9763
Email jperez@bhsusa.com

Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese of
New York on the occasion of the fu-
neral of Deputy Chief Charles W.
Kruger.  Chief Kruger was killed in
the line of duty in 1908 while battling
a fire in Lower Manhattan.  Resting on
a high foundation, the memorial is
flanked by two marble sculptures sym-
bolizing duty and sacrifice. The in-
scription on the easterly side of the
monument reads: “To the men of the
Fire Department of the City of New
York who died at the call of duty, sol-
diers in a war that never ends, This
memorial is dedicated by the people of
a grateful city.”  The monument was
completed in 1913.
   The public is invited to observe the
marchers on Riverside Drive and the
ceremonies at the monument.

Fire Department Memorial Service to be
Held at Fireman’s Monument

Nearby Farmers’ Markets Offer Tasty Produce

A recent poll reported that 85% of
us don’t eat the recommended

amount of produce.  Perhaps the rea-
son is that much of the produce avail-
able in stores is not that fresh or tasty.
   Here on the Upper West Side it’s a
gamble to find really good produce.
However, two farmers’ markets cur-
rently in operation in our extended
neighborhood can improve your odds.
   The closer market is on W. 97th St.

mon and heirloom, and corn were big
draws among vegetables.  A turkey
farmer  offered samples of cooked
sausage.  There were two bakers and
two dairies had small stands with yo-
gurts and goat cheese.
   The other market is on the east side
of Broadway between W. 114th and
W. 115th Streets.  It operates Thursday
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., all year, and on

stretching west of Co-
lumbus Avenue.  It is
open on Friday, 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m., all year, with
13 stands recently in
operation.  Local pro-
duce is seasonal, so at
the end of August they
were displaying peach-
es, pears, plums and
several varieties of ap-
ples.  Tomatoes, com-

Continued on Page 10
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Wuorinen’s Haroun Set for City Opera World Premiere

The New York City Fire Depart-
ment (“NYFD”) maintains a Criti-

cal Information Dispatch System
(“CIDS”) to assist in fighting fires.
CIDS provides firefighters with neces-
sary information regarding a build-
ing’s description, classification and
any hazards the building may have.
The system can also be used to store
information regarding residents in a
building who could not get out with-
out assistance.
   In our neighborhood, some build-
ings, for example, those managed by
Greenthal Management, currently
maintain such a list and the lobby per-
sonnel of the building can give the list
to the NYFD upon their arrival.  How-
ever, buildings that do not have 24-
hour lobby personnel may leave any

(Advertisement)

FOR SALE

Must sell!  Can't find room for  two
pianos.  Beautiful, apartment-size
baby grand piano.  New action, great
sound.  $1799.

 Call 212-222-2743
(299 RSD)

212-662-9845 102nd & Broadway
www.acircleoflight.com 120th & Riverside

Melissa Stoudenheimer
Licensed Massage Therapist

Swedish, Deep Tissue, Medical,
Pre-natal, Geriatric, Sports Massage

Specialties include back, neck, shoulder and jaw pain.
Also offering Shiatsu, Intuitive,

Chakra & Energy Work.

G A Circle of Light
Healing Therapies

at-risk residents at a greater danger.
   Your Block Association would like
to help these residents by acting as li-
aison between our neighborhood and
the NYFD.  We suggest that each
building’s co-op board, tenant’s orga-
nization or management group prepare
a list that specifies which apartments
have tenants that need assistance.
   The list should be sent to the Block
Association,  Attention:
Emergency Prepared-
ness.  Please identify a
building contact for up-
dates to the list.  We
will arrange for the
NYFD to store that in-
formation in CIDS and
will request and send
updated information at
regular intervals to the
NYFD.

In 1989 Salman Rushdie was con-
demned to death by the Ayatollah

Khomeini for having written The Sa-
tanic Verses.  Rushdie went into hid-
ing and, shortly after, wrote a chil-
dren’s book, Haroun and the Sea of
Stories, dedicated to his son, Zafar.
   Now,  Charles Wuorinen, a district
resident, has composed an opera based
on this story with a libretto adapted by
the British poet James Fenton.  It will
have its world premiere at the New
York City Opera under the direction of
Mark Lamos on the afternoon of Sun-
day, October 31.  Haroun is scheduled
to run for another four performances
in November.
   Wuorinen was born in New York
City, went to Columbia University and
has lived on West End Avenue since
1968.  He started composing at the age
of five.  At sixteen he received the
New York Philharmonic’s Young

Composer Award.  Another sixteen
years later he became the youngest
person to receive the Pulitzer Prize for
music when, in 1970, it was awarded
for his electronic composition, Time’s
Encomium.
   Rushdie’s story is described on the
City Opera’s website:  “It is a power-
ful tribute to the importance of free
speech and independent thought, and
it is also a magical tale about the love
between a parent and his child.”  Li-
brettist James Fenton, who happens to
be a friend of Rushdie, recounts (also
on the website), “When I was contact-
ed and asked if I would write a libretto
based on Haroun, I was not at all sur-
prised that a composer should wish to
set this book, for I had already thought
what a good musical it would make.
Indeed there is music, and there is po-
etry, already in the story, and I have
tried to incorporate all or most of it....”

   Haroun, Wuorinen’s second opera,
takes its place alongside more than
200 pieces for orchestras and bands,
chamber groups, solo instruments,
electronics and voice in Wuorinen’s
prodigious canon.  Once the new lis-
tener accepts the departure from tradi-
tional melodic practice, there is aston-
ishment and delight to be had in the
kaleidoscope of rhythms, tonal juxta-
positions and instrumentations.
  This is music that demands attention
and rewards it with revelations.  Wuo-
rinen scoffed at advertising of the New
York Philharmonic inviting harried
office workers to come to a concert to
relax.  “If they want to relax they
should go to a spa or a bar,” he said.
He described playing his music for
third graders in a public school.
“They loved it and wanted more,
more,” he said.  “No one had told
them it was difficult, so it wasn’t.”

Proposal Offered to Assist At-Risk Residents

By Murrey Targownik
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Seeking Options for Work and Child Care

that Matthew would be the oldest
child there by two years (the ages of
the children vary from year to year).
They signed up Rebecca and looked
around for something else. It turned
out to be Basic Trust on W. 99th St.
   These are two of the most highly re-
garded daycares in the neighborhood.
Both Joan Cosellin of Mudpies and
Peggy Sradnick of Basic Trust are the
kind of people parents rave about for
years after their children move on.
Both programs are almost always full
and almost always have waiting lists,
as do many others.
   They are also expensive.  Full-time
daycare can cost more than $20,000 a
year at Basic Trust.  That covers 50
weeks a year, though, and most par-
ents end up concluding that is the
price of living in New York City.
Still, it is a struggle for many.
   Nancy Kolben is the director of
Child Care Inc., a not-for-profit orga-
nization that provides information and
support to childcare providers and
childcare seekers. A long-time resi-
dent of West 115th Street, Ms. Kolben
says: “Our parent counselors are re-
porting that 60% of their calls come
from parents of children under the age
of three.  These parents are often look-
ing for center-based care, and they are
calling because they can’t afford care.
The Upper West Side was one of the
first places in New York to develop
childcare in the 1970s and 80s. The
challenge has been to keep these ser-
vices affordable for families.”
   This problem has increased as rental
costs have risen.   Centers have strug-
gled to stay afloat; fewer exist now
than 20 years ago.  Those that have
held on have raised their prices to
make ends meet.  They can do that
partly because the supply shortage has
led to an increase in demand for those

that continue to operate.
   According to Amy Flynn, director of
the Bank Street Family Center, “What
I have seen change over the years is
that now there is a larger need for par-
ents to have childcare outside their
homes.  We turn people away every
year.  There are plenty of preschools
and programs for 3-4 year olds, but
not nearly enough for infants and tod-
dlers, especially infants. There are
simply not enough spaces.”
   The Bank Street Family Center was
established to serve members of its
own community.  Originally, that
meant a handful of staff children and a
majority from the neighborhood.  Ms.
Flynn notes that the staff now use
about half the spots: “Bank Street is
primarily an institution of women and
over the years the staff has gotten
younger.  Now, a lot of our community
is parents of young children.”
   Child Care Inc. offered the following
information about programs in the
10025 zip code: there are 88 family
childcare centers with a capacity of
528 children, 38 group family child-
care programs with a capacity of 380,
and 12 community-based pre-K pro-
grams with a capacity of 620.  That
makes for a total capacity of about
1530.  In comparison, the number of
children under five years old recorded
by the 2000 Census in the same area
was about 4400.
   The growth in demand for daycare
can be attributed to several factors:
women returning to the workforce
when their children are younger, more
homes with two working parents,
more people working from home, as
well as the close of centers launched
in the 1970s and 80s.
   Peggy Sradnick of Basic Trust adds:
“It goes in waves.  You started hearing
that daycare centers were dangerous

Contact Information for
Some Daycares in the Area

Bank Street Family Center
610 W. 112th St. (212) 875-4412
3 mos-4 yrs, some special needs kids

Basic Trust
225 W. 99th St. (212) 222-6602
3 mos-4+ yrs

Children’s Health Service - De Hostos
690 Amsterdam Ave (212) 865-4104
2 mos-5 yrs
Family Daycare Placement only

Family Annex
560 W. 113th St. (212) 749-3271
18 mos-5 yrs

Mudpies
250 Riverside Dr. (212) 866-4816
3 mos-5 yrs

Park West Montessori
435 CPW (212) 678-6072
3 mos-5 yrs

Rita Gold Early Childhood Center
Teachers College,
246 Thorndike Hall, W. 120th St

(212) 678-3013
6 wks-5 yrs

Riverside Early Learning
202 Riverside Dr. (212) 665-1600
3 mos-5 yrs

Tompkins Hall
21 Claremont Ave. (212) 666-3340
15 mos-2 1/2 yrs

Two Rooms
711 Amsterdam Ave. (917) 348-2403
3 mos- 4 yrs

Continued on Page 8

Continued from Page 1
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You may have seen the
flyers she posted in the
neighborhood inviting
others to join her cam-
paign for early morn-
ing peace and quiet.
   Her efforts to negoti-
ate a change in pickup
time with the hotel and
the carting company
got nowhere. Several

A Neighbor’s Efforts Pay Off for a Quieter Night

This is a story with a happy ending.
Early in June, a change occurred

in the trash collection schedule at
West End Studios, a hotel at 850 West
End Avenue.   The hotel had changed
their private carter and the new one,
Five Star Carting, began picking up
the trash with a very noisy truck be-
tween 1 a.m. and 4 a.m. twice a week.
What to do?
   Long-time resident Laura Hanrahan
tried the usual routes.  She called 311
and filed a complaint with the City’s
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion.   She contacted the managements
of the hotel and the carting company.

local elected officials were contacted
to help resolve the problem.  Then she
sent an email to the Mayor’s Office
and copied other agencies.  Carolyn
Loomis, in the Mayor’s Office replied.
   Laura picks up the story: “From
there I received follow-up phone calls
from the DEP until, at last report, the
inspectors had gone out to Five Star’s
home base in Maspeth, cited them on
some other violations, and asked them
to change their schedule for West End
Ave.  I guess it worked because on
Monday night (not Tuesday morning!)
at 10:44 p.m., the truck arrived for the
trash removal.  Last night, Thursday,

the pickup was at 10:57 p.m.”   Persis-
tence appears to have paid off.  Laura
hopes the new schedule will be main-
tained so the neighbors around West
End Ave. and W. 102nd St. can sleep a
bit easier.

WOHLFARTH &  ASSOCIATES, INC.
REAL ESTATE

Rick Wohlfarth                            Office: 212-666-1600, ext. 10
Fax: 212-662-5865

Cellular: 917-882-0815
890 West End Avenue                                       Residence: 212-316-9128
New York, NY 10025-3526              e-mail: fpwohlfarth@wohlfarth.com
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and people began to hire nannies.
Then there were all those nanny-cam
scares and people started looking for
centers again.”
   This is not an easy decision for
many, nor is going to back to work.
When I had my first child, I wanted a
place where I could interact with other
working adults, without leaving my
baby behind.  I also needed a flexible
schedule that could adjust as my
freelance workload varied.  I found
nothing, so I took matters into my own
hands.
   I am starting a new childcare center
for the neighborhood: Two Rooms
will open late in the fall at W.  94th St.
and Amsterdam Ave.  It offers daycare
with a twist – a Parents’ Center for

Seeking Options for Work and Child Care
Continued from Page 5 parents who work freelance, outfitted

with a full complement of office re-
sources, and drop-in usage.
   Most of the neighborhood programs
offer full-day care.  Some allow par-
ents to sign on for fewer than five
days, or for shorter days.  Many offer
flexibility off the record.
   In almost all cases, there is general
consensus among both daycare direc-
tors and parents about what makes a
good center.  Look first at the staff.  If
they appear to enjoy what they do, if
they are not saddled with too many
children, if they are knowledgeable
and professional, if they are fully en-
gaged, chances are you will get good
care.
   Then, look at the facilities and the
community.  Is there regular use of a

King and Queen Coming to W. 103rd Street

As part of the outdoor exhibition
“Tom Otterness on Broadway,”

two of the sculptor’s large bronze stat-
ues, “King” and “Queen,” will take up
residence on the  Broadway Mall at
W. 103rd Street from September 20
through November 22.
   The statues will stand about six feet
tall and will be easily accessible.
Each figure has a moneybag head em-
blazoned with a dollar sign, carrying
out a familiar Otterness motif.  The
King, bulging in his vest, wears a bow
tie.  The Queen wears a large necklace
and carries an oversize penny as an
emblem of her realm.
   In all, 25 sculptures will be installed
in the Malls from W. 60th Street to W.
168th Street at 21 locations all spon-
sored by the New York City Depart-
ment of Parks & Recreation, The
Broadway Mall Association and Marl-
borough Gallery.
   Otterness, whose studio is in DUM-
BO in Brooklyn, has many public

pleasant outdoor space in close prox-
imity? Do the children have enough
room to move around and play?  Do
they interact with each other?  Is the
atmosphere relaxed?
   Peggy Sradnick adds one additional
piece of advice: Make sure a daycare
center for infants and toddlers is not
trying to be a school.  “Rather than
seeing the inherent value of children
and childhood,” she says, “daycare is
trying to compete with the schools.
They start doing curriculums for ba-
bies.  What happens organically for
babies in terms of attachment and ex-
posure to life is enough.  Daycare
should do a little school, but also a lit-
tle family, a little neighborhood, a lit-
tle backyard.”

© Tom Otterness. Courtesy Marlborough Gallery, New York

pieces in Manhattan at locations in-
cluding the A/C/E/L subway station
platforms at 14th Street and Eighth

Tom Otterness

King, 1997 (left)
Bronze: 77 x 30 x
30 inches

Queen, 1997 (right)
Bronze: 70 x 29 x
29 1/2 inches

Avenue, the Hilton Times Square hotel
and the Nelson Rockefeller State Park
in Battery Park City.
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that once housed a kosher restaurant is
being renovated.  A new kitchen and
other amenities are being built and the
new occupant will be a French restau-
rant (according to one of the carpen-
ters).  ööFor the record, shortly after
our June issue went to press with a
dire article on the fate of Suba Phar-
macy (northwest corner of W. 104th
St. and Broadway), 4000 signatures on
petitions and the backing out of the
replacement tenant (a bank) combined
to give Mr. Suba the lease on life (8
years, at least) he was seeking.  A fol-
low-up celebration included goodies
donated by Silver Moon Bakery, lo-
cated on the northeast corner of
Broadway and W. 105th St.
Going Down, Going Up:  ööIn late
July, a strange machine landed in front
of Gristedes on the west side of
Broadway between W. 99th St. and W.
100th St. and began drilling into the
sidewalk.  Aliens?  Oil prospectors?
No, it was a company taking rock sam-
ples to a depth of about 35 feet for an
unidentified client.  The crew later did

On Broadway

Openings and Closings:  ööThe
Metro  movie theater on the east side
of Broadway between W. 99th and W.
100th Streets has closed again.  The
theater and the building just to the
north (2628) may be in line to be de-
veoloped together since they appear to
be controlled by the same person.
Community Board 7 had no informa-
tion as to what may be planned at that
site.   ööThe variety store on the
northeast corner of Broadway and W.
101st St. has closed after a tenure of
barely a year.  The replacement is a
men’s clothing store called Runway,
operated by the former owner of Fow-
ad, the discount clothing store that
had long occupied  the southeast cor-
ner of Broadway at W. 96th St. until it
was replaced by a Washington Mutu-
al bank.  Adam, the owner, said that
high rents had forced him first into a
small store in part of the original Fow-
ad space and then to this even smaller
space further uptown.  ööOn the
southeast corner of W. 108th St. and
Broadway, Cannon’s Pub has closed
after almost 70 years in operation.
The family has sold the building, re-
sponding to the pressures of vanishing
clientele and rising real estate values.
ööRenovation of the large commer-
cial space at the northwest corner of
Broadway and W. 97th St., the former
Wiz store, continues.  Eckerd Drugs
is expected to open in 14,000 square
feet of space on two floors in Novem-
ber according to John Genovese, the
real estate director for the company.
Genovese Drugs was originally a fam-
ily-run company headquartered on
Long Island until it was merged into
Eckerd five years ago.  ööThe
former Josh’s Place on the west side
of Broadway (2665) between W. 101st
and W. 102nd St. has been vacant for
about nine months.  Now the space

Creative Carpentry

Custom cabinets
Bookcases  -  Shelving

Radiator covers

Renovations and repairs
Kitchens  -  Bathrooms

Doors  -  Closets

30 years experience

212-962-1378

Marc Sorkin
Block Association Member

the same probing near the boarded-up
building at 254 W. 100th St. on the
south side of the street west of Broad-
way and also around the block on  the
north side of W. 99th St.  These loca-
tions are all adjacent to property con-
trolled by John Catsimatidis, the CEO
of the company that owns Gristedes.
The work seems to be in preparation
for construction of a large building on
the site.  The store on Broadway is ex-
pected to close this fall.  The nail sa-
lon just south of Gristedes on Broad-
way closed in August.  ööAt a pub-
lic meeting in July, Bill Scott, the
Deputy VP of Institutional Real Estate
for Columbia University said that ne-
gotiations to lease space to a major
supermarket in the faculty residence
on Broadway at W. 103rd St. should
be concluded in a few months.  (The
director of store development at C-
Town said in a phone interview that
they were not involved.)  Of the other
two retail spaces, one will go to a non-
profit venture.

klara madlin
real estate inc.

Klara Madlin

office: 212 580 3180 x200
fax: 212 580 3959

email: klara@klaramadlin.com

205 West 80th St NY NY 10024
www.klaramadlin.com

Licensed Real Estate Broker
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235 W. 102 St.: Antonino, Broderick,
Bybee, Crosby/Jakobsen, Daniel/Zaw-
istowski, Keller, Kirkpatrick, Knight,
Lyman, Meese, Mitchell, Nelson, Purr-
ington, Reitz, Scheel/Drillinger, Steven-
son, Timperley, Williams, Witter 240 W.
102 St.: Eisenstadt, Field, Harvey/Kauf-
man, Kalish, Workman/Miller 247 W.
102 St.: Dunn 251 W. 102 St.: Mirsky/
Bommarito 252 W. 102 St.: Barreras,
Carroll/Musk 253 W. 102 St.: Cooper/
Ulmer 254 W. 102 St.: Sagi 309 W. 102
St.: Papo 308 W. 102 St.: Hilary 310 W.
102 St.: Albert 311 W. 102 St.: Doyle
312 W. 102 St.: Plutzik/Goldwasser 315
W. 102 St.: Ehrlich, Hansen, Mandel/
Brown 318 W. 102 St.: Erselcuk 250 W.
103 St.: Bloom, Finkle, Katzer, Lee/
Payez, Rahmani, Soskin, Sue/Lin, Win-
ick 254 W. 103 St.: Feldman/Hasen-
pusch, Male 303 W. 103 St.: Frishauf
305 W. 103 St.: Bertin 307 W. 103 St.:
Tredanari 308 W. 103 St.: Paulson,
Stivers  312 W. 103 St.: Aaronson 316
W. 103 St.: Kleidon/Ahmed 855 West
End Ave.: Coffman, Henwood, Rotten-
bach/McKennan 862 West End Ave.:
Hewitt 865 West End Ave.: Axelrod,
Bellov, Cushman/Sorkin, Davidge/Lott,
Eisenstein, Hanrahan, Higgins/Lyon,
Kaplow, MacGregor, Nye, Rajah/Green-

field, Zakrzewski 870 West End Ave.:
Wuorinen 875 West End Ave.: Babush,
Batterman, Benderly, Browning, Canin,
Canin/Sauer, DeCurtis/MacDowell, Eis-
en, Felton, Fricke/Klimley, Fuerstein,
Garbers, Gillman, Grosof/Fisch, Hum-
phreys, Keane, Leiman, Lohr/Trucco,
Malatzky, Manley, March/Laferrère,
McDermott, McKitrick, Monderer,
Perez, Rando-Chanon, Roberts, Rogers,
Rubel, Smith, Smith/Chibnik, Stein,
Williamson, Yood 878 West End Ave.:
Foreman, Marazzi/Sassoon, Stearns 884
West End Ave.: Aronow/Adler, Booth/
Newman, Cutler/Young, Davis, Farrier/
Jenks, Pines, Yin 885 West End Ave.:
Baker/Albright, Bernstein/Bowen,
Brown/Gruber, Browning, Cryer, Fried-
man, Grama, Sanders, Sherman/Chafetz,
Spring/Miller, Stokinger/Maas, Tympan-
ick/Gilman, Weiss 299 Riverside Dr.:
Dane/Rabinowitz, del Alamo, Ferber,
Holtz/Horowitz, Hoult, Kaiden, Leidner/
Ruden, Reich/Dessel, Tedoff, Toub/Pa-
gano, Wagner/Cecil, Wong 300 River-
side Dr.: Abramski, Alfonso/Gouck,
Clarke, Cummins, Edelman, Eisler,
Faux/Willig, Flint, Fox, Greenwald/Stru-
hl, Hall, Hudson/Cherry, Kowal/Dean,
Krassner, Lassiter, Lerse, Levit, Meer,
Mills, Plum/Rocks, Rack, Reiner/Lally,
Schiff, Seget/LaBasse, Serra, Simon,
Stone, Taus, Tollinchi/Sidari, Vaz, Wal-
lace, Weissberg 305 Riverside Dr.: As-
takhov/McGinn, Avidon, Doty, Hoff-
man, Juviler/Stephens, Marks, Minerva,
Pi-Sunyer 310 Riverside Dr.: Barter,
Dixon, Fort, Huber, Hugus, Mahoney,
McKinney, Miller/Tambini, Podrasky,
Shere
Landlords/Co-ops: 235 W. 102 St., 240
W. 102 St., 247 W. 102 St., 249 W. 102
St., 315 W. 102 St., 250 W. 103 St., 308
W. 103 St., 309 W. 103 St., 317-319 W.
103 St., 855 West End Ave., 875 West
End Ave., 878 West End Ave., 299 Riv-
erside Dr., 300 Riverside Dr., 310 River-
side Dr.
Commercial: Bellov, Kay French
Cleaners, Klara Madlin Real Estate,
Mamà Mexico, Pan Asian Rep, Perez,
Sorkin, Stoudenheimer, Wohlfarth &
Associates

Thank You, Members!

To all of our contributors, heartfelt
thanks. Your donations keep the

Block Association going and the guard
on the street.  Names of those who are
“paid up” through the previous quarter
(approximately) appear below; please
let us know of errors.  We ask that you

please fill out the envelope stub com-
pletely (including your apartment
number) and legibly when making
your contribution (the stubs are the
basis of our record-keeping) and indi-
cate if you prefer anonymity.

New donors and continuing do-
nors: please use the enclosed en-
velope to send in your contribu-
tion as soon as possible.

tion.  That reserve has been dropping
by about $3000 each year for the past
three years and now stands at less than
a three month cushion.  While contri-
butions come in from individuals
throughout the year, the amounts from
co-ops and landlords are less regular.
We need a reserve to keep paying our
bills while we encourage these organi-
zations to support our activities.
   It should be noted that our other ma-
jor expense is the printing of the
Newsletter and the contribution enve-
lopes.  With the increase in Newsletter
pages, the support of our advertisers
has been covering these costs.
   In the coming  months, the Block
Association will seek to meet more of
our neighbors at our table in lobbies
and on sunny sidewalks.  Please look
for us, stop by, say hello, and JOIN!
   Meanwhile, check the list at the left.
If your name is not there, fill out your
envelope and send in your check right
away.  If your landlord or co-op is not
listed, let them know that you value
our services.  Ask your neighbors and
your building to join the ranks of the
contributors!

Reserves Dwindle,
BA Reaches Out
Continued from Page 1

Farmers’ Markets

Sundays from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., July
through December.   Recently there
were nine stands, mostly from upstate
New York, carrying apples, berries,
corn, tomatoes and  other vegetables,
herbs and flowers.  Jams, baked goods
and some dairy products were avail-
able as well.
   As might be expected, some prices
are higher than in chain supermarkets
but for the many shoppers, the quality
was worth it.

Continued from Page 3


